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Presentation Notes
Established in 1993 under the Sahtú Dene and Métis Comprehensive Land Claim Agreement; over 280,000 km² or 108,000 miles² - between the sizes of Colorado and Nevada.
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Four ecozones, and four main vegetation land cover classes.


Shuhta Gorepé

Credit: Jean Polfus
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These diverse landscapes support diverse wildlife ecotypes, as exemplified by the three types of caribou that inhabit the region.
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15 ecoregions
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Presentation Notes
There are several distinct dialect groups, with considerable variation among communities and families within communities, and considerable variation in socio-ecological systems reflected in great distances travelled within and beyond the Sahtú Region.  STORY: I am Shúhtaot’ı̨̨nę  …. My family has travelled … relatives across the mountains.


Co-Management and Research

"... shall directly involve Renewable
Resources Councils and participant
harvesters to the greatest extent
nossible.” Sahtu Dene and Métis
Comprehensive Land Claim
Agreement 13.8.40
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Presentation Notes
The land claim agreement established a collaborative resource management system which requires the Sahtú Renewable Resources Board to work closely with local harvesting committees or Renewable Resources Councils, known in Dene language as Ɂehdzo Got’ı̨nę. For this reason, the Board is known as Ɂehdzo Got’ı̨nę Gotsę́ Nákedı, helper of the Ɂehdzo Got’ı̨ne. 




Jhda Ggkagha
Climate-Biome Change

® Sahtu may undergo 2-3 cliome shifts between 2000s and 209o0s.

® From arctic shrubs, open canopy forest, to mixed (teal) and closed-
canopy (blue) boreal and coniferous wooded grasslands (lime).

Source: Scenarios Network for Arctic Planning (SNAP), 2012




Research Licenses by Category 1991-2014
Total = 141
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Credit: Jean Polfus
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Dene and Métis have deep knowledge of the relationships required to understand and monitor social and ecological systems, and have been active supporters of coordinated research in the Sahtú. 
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During the peak of the shale oil exploration boom in 2014, community, government, and industry representatives gathered to discuss the need for coordination in research and monitoring.
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Presentation Notes
There was discussion about the role of research and monitoring in decision-making.
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The role of a coordinating group


“If someone from our
group is sitting on this, |
want it to be someone

with passion.”
Edwin Erutse (Fort Good Hope)
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And the kind of people who should be delegated to participate.


Sahtu Environmental Research
and Monitoring Forum TERMS OF REFERENCE

Vision - Environmental monitoring and research
programs and projects in the Sahtu are coordinated
and conducted in ways that reflect regional and
community priorities, engage communities, value
both western science and traditional knowledge,
and support wise decision-making.
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The Sahtú Environmental Research and Monitoring Forum’s Terms of Reference includes a vision, mission and objectives that resonate well with objectives outlined for this workshop.


Sahtu ERM Forum MEMBERSHIP

Five ’ehdzo Got'jne

Federal, Territorial, Sahtu governments
Industry

Sahtu Renewable Resources Board

Youth
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Forum membership brings together key local, regional and cross-regional bodies with an interest in research.


Sahtu ERM Forum
Participants at this workshop!

Members _______Fellow Travellers

Andrew Applejohn Cristina Soto
Bruce Hanna David Livingstone
Deborah Simmons David Miller
Heather Sayine-Crawford Mike English
Julian Kanigan Susan Kutz

Leon Andrew Tom Andrews
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We realized after a quick scan of this room that quite a few people here are either members of the Forum or “fellow travellersm,” researchers or research program leads who have participated in one or more Forum teleconferences or in-person meetings, 


Research Results Workshop, Tulit'a 2014
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Activities of the Forum include research results workshops


Cross-Cultural Research Camp 2014

U

Saht

L9

R o e
: N TR s b y
| R _.n___h__a;ﬂ Fra



Presenter
Presentation Notes
And research and monitoring activities on the land have supported mutual understanding and positive research relationships between Dene and Métis knowledge holders and scientists – and among scientists in different disciplines.








BEAHR/Aurora College Environmental Monitor Training, Tetsexe, 2014
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We have sought to train a layer of environmental monitors in partnership with Aurora College.
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Youth have had an important role to play in Forum activities.


Sahtu Youth Network Presentation, Research Results Workshop, Tulit'a, 2015


Presenter
Presentation Notes
There is university support for initiatives to support involvement of youth in research and monitoring.


Copyright © 2016 by the author(s). Published here under license by the Resilience Alliance.
Polfus, I. L., M. Manseau, D. Simmons, M. Nevelle, W. Bayha, F. Andrew, L. Andrew, C. F. C. Kliitsch, K. Rice, and P. Wilson. 2016.
Leghdgotsenete (learning together): the importance of indigenous perspectives in the identification of biological variation. Ecelogy

and Society 21(2):18. http://dx.doi org/10 5751/ES-08284-210218 | E

Research

Leghagots'enete (learning together): the importance of indigenous
perspectives in the identification of biological variation

Jean L. Polfus®, Micheline Manseau™, Deborah Simmons®*, Michael Nevelle >, Walter Bavha®, Frederick Andrew®, Leon Andrew?,
Cornelya F.C.Klitsch’, Keren Rice® and Pawl Wilson”’

ABSTRACT. Using multiple knowledge sources to interpret patterns of biodiversity can generate the comprehensive species
characterizations that are required for effective conservation strategies. Caribou (Rangifer tarandus) display substantial intraspecific
variation across their distribution and in the Sahti Region of the Northwest Territories, Canada, three caribou types, each with a
different conservation status, co-occur. Caribou are essential to the economies, culture, and livelihoods of northern indigenous peoples.
Indigenous communities across the north are insisting that caribou research be community-driven and collaborative. In response to
questions that arose through dialogue with five Sahtu Dene and Métis communities, we jointly developed a research approach to
understand caribou differentiation and population structure. Our goal was to examine caribou variation through analysis of population
genetics and an exploration of the relationships Dene and Métis people establish with animals within bioculturally diverse systems. To
cultivate a research environment that supported teghdgots'enete “learning together” we collaborated with ?ehdzo Got'ine (Renewable
Resources Councils), elders, and an advisory group. Dene knowledge and categorization systemsinclude a comprehensive understanding
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Collaborative research is leading to collaboratively authored research publications like this recent article in Ecology and Society led by doctoral student Jean Polfus – Leon Andrew is one of the co-authors, and has assisted in presenting about the research in his home community of Tulı́t’a. 


Toward a Place-Based Research and Monitoring Strategy
Biocultural diversity in the context of change

® People, language, stories of survival
® Caribou and fish ecology and livelihoods
® Arezhone as)) godi (all the living beings)

® Water, snow and ice systems




Mahsi!

?ehdzo Got'jne Gotsé Nakedi
Sahtu Renewable Resources Board
PO Box 134

Tulit'a, NT XoE oKo

867-588-4040

info@srrb.nt.ca

www.facebook.com/sahtuwildlife
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